
November 30, 2009 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL P_ROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX 

75 Hawthorne Street 
San· Francisco, CA 94105-390.1 

Dear Commu.nity M~mber: 

In December 2008, an EPA fact sheet annou.nced the av~ilability of the Technica.l Assistance 
· Servic~ for · Communities (T ASC) pro.gram for its worK at tl)e Santa Susana Field Laboratory 

(SSFL). The TAsc· is fqnqed and managed under a national EPA contract, and provides an 
independent environmental expe~ to assist the community to understand EPA' s work and 
provide input 4lto t~e process. 

. . 
Initially, two gioup_s m.a,de formal expi-eS.Sjons of interest in receiving TASC services, followed 
later' by ·.a third-. 'group. Tl'l.roU:gh numerous discijssjons wiUi . vrujous active members of the 
comrn.u:iiity; EPA learned tn~fthere was op1>osition to TASC. . . . 

On May21; 2Q99~ a-TAS.C inform~tio'nal meeting was·au~n,4ed·by a TA.~C contraptor and many 
community,mein·qe,rs who expressed' strongly-held opposing viewpoints. While some attendees . 
supporte.Ji TAS:C ·~d w~11t.e~. to r~9.~ive .. T ASC services; others were opposed to T ASC being 
made available to ~)1y grou.p. · 

'' . . . . .. . ' : . . .. : ..... , . ' : .. . . 

Some ~ttend¢~squestiorj~p. th~.J·ASC _pr9gram's ability to fipd ~nindepe,ndent .technical advisor 
· ~ufficiently q~a.li~ed:to ~~view ·tl)~)J,i~ly.technical radi~logic'al docwnents .. Other.s claimed that 
the existing SS.1.".L Irit~rageq~y- Wo,rkgro.up was sufficient to meet their:needs ~d prot'ested the 
adcµtional :meeµngs ,th.ey\yotii.d.·h~ve to attend. ·some w~r~ conc·~m~d that. TASC would ·not be 
fotused on .E,PA's work but : on long-qebatep sources of the original . CQptamination and 
cha}Je(iges aboµt ¥1~fn.w4 past health impacts. 

' . . ,. . . '• " ·' 
EPA spent considt:;rab'le t4ne, considering all of the. comments receiv~d at the informational 
'meeting,. cijld .t.broifgh .Ph.90,e ,~-~11~ .ahd 4irect conversatio~s. EPA. attempted to find a process to 
provide TA.SC sei-Zric¢s.th~t \'vas.i,tfolusive of varioµs perspe9tives while aqqressing concerns.-

. . 

.·B~ed''on>sjgrifficaht ;opp~~itfo.ri .tci'TASC; E,PA Region ·1x h;:i~ decjded not to provide TASC 
·servii;es. for its radiqi6gic~l'_s,:ify¢y ~orl.c· at the SSFL, at· the. p~esenf time. EPA, remains open ·to 

· · 'prov1dihgTASC seIVices ·k'an appropriate process can be est.aolishecf or potentially folded into 
the .public .parti~ipa:tion· efforts of the· St~te agency that has l~ad responsibility for the cleanup, 
DTSC. ' . 

· .,: · . 
Print~d on Recycl~d Paptr 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper.david@epa.gov .. 

Si&j~ 
David Cooper . . 
Community Involvement_Coordinator 

! . 




